1
The tripartite distinction fundamentum-relatio-terminus offers a means of analyzing justifi cation in more detail. The analysis of the christology of FC ( fundamentum) and the notion of faith (terminus) demonstrate what kind of relation (relatio) takes place in justifi cation. First, we turn to christology.
The Interconnectedness of the Person and the Work of Christ
A central problem in FC is the relation between Christ's person and His work. It may seem that participation in the person of Christ is the consequence of imputation. Hence, the righteousness of faith is not the actual and essential righteousness of God, but the merit of Christ separated from His person. This interpretation is usually offered on the basis of the passages that emphasize the imputation of the righteousness of Christ. Strong forensic language is heavily present in FC, in which justifi cation is depicted in external terms.
We believe . . . that poor sinful people are justifi ed before God, that is, absolved-pronounced free of all sins and of the judgment of the damnation that they deserved and accepted as children and heirs of eternal life-without the least bit of our own "merit or worthiness", apart from all preceding, present, or subsequent works. We are justifi ed on the basis of sheer grace, because of the sole merit, the entire obedience, and the bitter suffering, death, and the resurrection of our Lord Christ alone, whose obedience is reckoned to us as righteousness.
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In addition, the indwelling of God is defi ned as the consequence of the righteousness of faith.
To be sure, God the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, who is the eternal and essential righteousness, dwells through faith in the elect, who have become righteous through Christ and reconciled with God. For all Christians are temples of God the Father, Son, and the Holy Spirit, who moves them to act properly. However, this indwelling of God is not the righteousness of faith, which Paul treats (Rom. 1:17; 3:5, 22, 25; 2. Cor. 5:21) and calls iustitia Dei (that is, the righteousness of God), for the sake of which we are pronounced righteous before God. Rather, this indwelling is a result of the righteousness of faith that precedes it, and this righteousness (of faith) is nothing else than the forgiveness of sins and the acceptance of poor sinners by grace, only because of Christ's obedience and merit.
